Renaissance Worldview Unit Final Study Sheet

Before the New Age—Renaissance…

1. European society was organized in a system called feudalism (hierarchy). In a hierarchy people are ranked one above another according to their importance. People were born into a level of feudal society and expected to stay there.

2. Medieval Country Life—Most people during the Middle ages were peasants who lived in rural villages on a manor. They were illiterate and uneducated. Most peasants were serfs who had to show obedience to the lord of the manor, and who could not leave the manor without permission.

3. The Black Plague was a disease that killed 2/3 of the population. Because the plague affected all classes of people, the strict hierarchy started to become not so strict. The people needed to forget rankings and pull together in order to survive. As a result, the feudal system began to weaken, the growth of towns offered more options for peasants, and the increase in gunpowder reduced the need for armored knights.

4. One of the main reasons the expansion of trade in the late Middle Ages had its impact on northern Italy was because the feudal system was weaker in Italy than in the rest of Europe.

A New Age

5. Society was changing. The emergence of busy towns and a merchant class meant that society was less rigidly organized. A period of great creativity was about to begin…
6. “Renaissance” means a rebirth of classical knowledge and learning.

7. Italy was a collection of city-states. A city-state consists of a city that is politically independent and the rural area around it.
8. Increased wealth, a consequence of trading activities of the Italian city-states, resulted in all of the falling changes; an increase in democratic freedoms in the city-states, growing exposure to ideas and products from other lands, growing demands for artistic works luxury items.

9. The city-states were the first to benefit from the revival of trade which occurred in the early Renaissance.

10. People can use the power of reason and thinking to discover knowledge about themselves and society is a statement with the worldview of Humanists during the Renaissance.

11. The meaning of the term “Renaissance” suggests that many of the humanist writers and artists looked for their inspiration in the knowledge and teachings of Classical Europe.

12. One of the new ways of interpreting religious themes in art during the Renaissance was by representing the human body and human activities in great detail.

13. Classicism is the re-discovery and appreciation of ancient Greek and Roman culture.

14. The process of making observations, experimenting, and drawing conclusions based on evidence is known as the “scientific method.”

15. The Catholic Church was strongly criticized for its corruption and abuse of its authority.

16. The Protestant Reformation was when protestants “protested” against the Church’s refusal to allow “reform” and eventually reached a reformation.

17. The ideas of the Protestant Reformation spread quickly across Europe, mostly because of the availability of books as a result of the invention of the printing press.
18. Motives for European exploration and expansion were to convert people to Christianity, to find new supplies of gold and silver, to protect trade routes, and to reduce high prices for silks and spices.
19. Due to the invention of new forms of navigational equipment the Europeans had the power to accomplish their goals.

20. Europeans believed that they were superior and imposed their worldview on the people they encountered.

21. Humanist writing was usually written in the vernacular. 

22. Poetry was very popular

23. Writers looked to Greek and Roman writers for inspiration.
24. Most writings questioned the traditional ways of perceiving the world.

25. Imperialism is the extension of power over a territory and its resources and people.

26. European imperialism had four main explanations; Europeans had cannon and armor to help them, the strongly believed in spreading their worldview to other people of the world, improvements in technology, the groups with whom the Europeans came into contact were often disunited and fighting among themselves.

27. With respect to loss of life, disease had the greatest impact of the Europeans on the Indigenous people of the New World.

